Introduction
The idea that lessons relevant to the South China Sea (SCS) region might be garnered from regional governance developments in the Arctic might at first appear an academic fantasy given the numerous geopolitical differences. The South China Sea, comprising an area of about 3,500,000 world's population, 4 compared to the sparsely populated Arctic, with about four million inhabitants.
5 While the South China Sea faces immense human use pressures from within the region including extensive coastal pollution, 6 threats to the Arctic marine environment largely emanate from outside the region, such as long-range transport of persistent organic pollutants (POPs) and heavy metals. 7 The South China Sea hosts some of the most complicated and potentially explosive territorial and jurisdictional disputes in the world, 8 whereas only one relatively minor land dispute, contested ownership by Canada and Denmark/Greenland over tiny Hans Island, 9 exists in the Arctic in addition to several relatively benign maritime jurisdictional disputes. 10 Although research efforts comparing the geopolitical situation between two regions exist, 11 models other than the Arctic have dominated scholarly discussions to date in the quest for possible ways forward in advancing regional
